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UPCOMING EVENTS

Senior Spotlight
Timothy “Lane” Potter

Lane Potter was born on November
25, 1998 to Lisa Kirtley and Tim Potter.
He has two brothers Chad and Bryton Potter and one sister Melissa Potter. His plans
for after High School are to go into the Air
Force, and to attend the University of Missouri. His favorite part about high school
was going to the FFA state talent show.
Lane’s hobbies include hunting, fishing,
guitar, wood working, Xbox, and FFA.
During
high
school,
Lane
has
been
involved
in FFA, football, the varsity basketball team,
track team, and the National Honors Society.
If there was one thing Lane could tell the under classmen is that, “Strength doesn’t come
from what you can do. It comes from overcoming the things you once thought you
couldn’t.”- Rick Rogers
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August
29th: Safe Harbor Drill
5:30pm SB @ Maysville
(JV Only)
6pm JVFB @ S. Holt w/
N. Holt
30th: 12:30pm National
FFA Officer Visit @
Savannah High School
5:30pm SB vs. Braymer
31st- 3:30pm Book Ball
September
1st- 2pm NHS Blood
Drive
5:30pm SB vs. Albany
2nd- FB @ Stanberry
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FFA Students Impress Judges at the Missouri State Fair
Union Star FFA had five FFA members (3 current, 2 previous) send
thirteen projects to the Missouri State Fair in Sedalia, Missouri this
year where the theme of the fair was “See What Crops Up”. The
members and projects consisted of the following: Chris Evens exhibited 3 Ears Sweet Corn (husk on), Cynthia Karr exhibited a Silkdried Bud Vase, Podium or Church Centerpiece, Silk-Dried Centerpiece, and Silk- Dried Seasonal Arrangement. Courtney Karr a previous member exhibited a Silk- Dried seasonal arrangement and SilkDried Centerpiece. Hannah Clibon a previous member exhibited a
Wood sign and a Wall decoration- Intermediate. Lane Potter exhibited 8 Cherry tomatoes, 3 tomatoes, 1 pint of blackberries, and a wood sign. The Vegetables are not pictured because they
all get donated to the local food pantry in Sedalia, Missouri. The Union Star FFA brought home a total of one Gold Ribbon, seven Silver Ribbons, and 3 Bronze Ribbons.

Mr. Piper Receives M.O.D.E.L.S. Certification
Over the course of nine, day-long Saturdays spread throughout the past
school year and into the summer, Mr. Piper attended the inaugural offering of what has become a nationally renowned professional development
program called M.O.D.E.L.S. (Missouri Developing Excellence Leaders
in Science), offered by the Science Teachers of Missouri (STOM).

Mr. Piper and other team members take
turns creating a box of reflecting mirrors at
a M.O.D.E.L.S. session.

The program, for K-16 Missouri science educators, featured presentations
by some of the foremost science experts in the nation; many of whom
were involved in developing the Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS) from which most of the new Missouri Learning Standards for
Science were derived.
With an underlying focus on the 3-dimensions of modern science teaching, (disciplinary core ideas, crosscutting concepts, and science and

engineering practices), the course explored ways in which 21st Century Science will now weave together the content of
a science discipline with the big ideas of science to be put into practice with students “doing” science and engineering.
According to the President of the National Science Teachers Association, M.O.D.E.L.S. is the most comprehensive
professional development program for NGSS and 21st century science learning in the country and is lifted up as an example to other states. Mr. Piper was one of just over two dozen state-wide participants to receive M.O.D.E.L.S. certification.
Have you heard the latest BUZZ?

All practices will be held in Mrs. Jackson’s
Room (ELA-#125), from 3:15-4:15 p.m.

Be aware! Permission slips will soon be sent home
so that students will have the opportunity to participate in the below practices for the 2016-2017, DeKalb County Spelling Bee Competition! The permission slip must be signed and returned by the designated deadline to participate! I Hope you can join
us! –
Mrs. Jackson

Practice Dates:
September 12th, 14th, 21st, 26th, 28th
October 3rd, 5th, 12th, 17th, 19th, 24th, 26th
November 2nd, 9th, 14th, 16th, 21st, 28th, 30th
December 7th, 12th, 14th, 19th
January 4th, 9th, 11th, 18th, 23rd, 25th
February 1st
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Be One of the

S.T.A.R.R.S.
Students That Are Respectful, Responsible, & Safe
Positive Behavior Support (PBS) is beginning at Union Star K-12 and bringing with it a focus promoting the Three B’s:
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe.
Union Star staff identified specific positive behaviors for which there was a consensus view that they represented essential positive behaviors for various locations and activities in the school.
For example, Positive Behavior Expectations for every classroom, in every grade, are the following:
Be Respectful:






Keep on task
Listen carefully while others are speaking
Allow others to listen and learn
Raise your hand to be acknowledged
Be tolerant

Be Responsible:



Return items to proper place
Be prompt

Be Safe:



Follow classroom rules and procedures
Use all classroom items properly

Teachers may add expectations that are suitable to their respective classroom. But, the above positive behaviors are expected of all students, in all classrooms, at all times.
Expectations for Positive Behavior have been set for: All Settings, Classrooms Hallways, Cafeteria, Restrooms, Recreation Areas, School Events and on the Bus.
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Box Tops for Education
Welcome back to school! Box Tops is an easy way for parents to get involved in their child’s education. Just by
purchasing Box Tops products, clipping the coupons and sending them into school, we earn cash that can be used to buy
needed supplies. You can find Box Tops on thousands of your favorite products. Last year for the 2015-2016 school year
we earned $411.90. Box Tops will send us a check in December and update their website as to each school’s totals as
well. To learn more and track our school’s progress, register at BoxTops4Education.com (BTFE.com). When you visit, opt
to receive the newsletter. After registering, Box Tops can send you emails full of helpful information and coupons to
save on Box Tops products.
We have also collected Label’s for Education which were found on Campbell’s soup labels and many other products such as BIC products, V8 and Pepperidge Farms. They are no longer continuing the Labels for Education program.
The Third Grade class collects, cuts, and mails off the Box Tops and Labels for Education each year. This is our
eighth year in doing this as our class service project. Box Tops are submitted once per year, generally in May, with the
Box Tops website updating the totals twice per year, once in April and again in December. If you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact me at 816-593-2294 or at dwiederholt@usr2.com.
***Students will receive a monthly Box Top collection sheet. Once the sheet is full, they may bring it in to my classroom
and receive a prize. Thank you for helping our school raise extra money through Box Tops!
Thanks,
Danyell Wiederholt

Nurse’s Noble’s Notes
Welcome back! I hope each and every one of you had a great, safe, and fun summer. I am sure you have noticed
quite a few changes to the school since you were here last. There are also a few new faces around the school, including
mine. I am so excited for a new year to begin and it is going to be so fun getting to know each one of the students. There
are a few “housekeeping” items I need to go over.








Please make sure that all student health forms, immunization records, and Emergency Phone Numbers are updated
and turned into the front office As Soon As Possible.
Make sure that if your child has a health condition or needs special care during the school day, such as medication,
treatments, or monitoring, please inform me of such.
We do not provide any medications, so if your child requires medication during the day, make sure it is in the original
package or prescription bottle and a note attached with clear directions and frequency of use.
I’m sure for the younger students there will be classroom parties in the future. PLEASE check with the teacher to
make sure there are no RESTRICTED FOODS for that party.
Annual Dental, Vision, and Health screenings are just around the corner, so be on the lookout for letters coming home
with more information.
Lice checks will be performed soon. We are a nit/lice free school. If lice or nits are found, your child will be sent
home for treatment and may not return till they are free of lice and nits. Please refer to the handbook for further information. And remember, to help prevent the transfer of lice, don’t share hair brushes, hats, scarves, jackets, or coats.
With sports activities and practices being in full swing, please make sure you are staying hydrated. Even if you don’t
feel thirsty, DRINK PLENTY OF WATER. Water not only quenches your thirst, it helps you think and helps muscle
movement. So don’t forget water.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email me here at the school. I’m looking forward
to a great year!
~ Nurse Noble
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Calloway’s Comments
We are off to a wonderful start to the school year. The students and teachers have enjoyed the new heating and cooling system which will ensure more consistent temperatures. The air in the
building has much less humidity and the classrooms are very comfortable for our students to learn in. The new system will allow us
to keep classrooms within a few degrees of 72 degrees, which is
the ideal temperature for learning. Loyola University completed a
study on high school students at Westview High School in Oregon
that tested students in different temperatures. Students scored 90%
on tests in ideal classroom temperature of 71 degrees, but scored
much lower at 72% at 81 degrees and 76% at 61 degrees on the
same type of testing. The University of North Carolina also completed a study that showed warm classrooms lead to students being
more inattentive and sleepy, which leads to them being bored and
more disruptive. The project is completed and we look for lasting
benefits for our students and staff for many years to come.
Due to Labor Day, there will be no school on Monday, September 5th and again on Monday, September19th for teacher professional development training. Two important dates to remember are
Thursday, September 1st for the NHS Blood Drive from 2:30pm
till 6:30pm and Thursday, September 8th when student pictures and
senior composites will be taken in the morning. The September
Board Meeting will be on Thursday, September 15th starting at
6:30pm in the Superintendent’s Office. Mid-term grades will go
home with students on Tuesday, September 20th. Also, each
Wednesday of the month we will have Book Ball to help elementary and junior high students learn various basketball skills from
3:30pm till 5:30pm. Please call the school with any questions.
The month of September will be very busy with numerous
football and softball games and homecoming festivities during the
week of September 19th. Information will be sent home as it is
determined. Our school will be combining our parade with the
King City parade. On Friday, September 23rd we will start the day
off with float building in King City in the morning. Our students
will be bussed to King City and will work on floats. Those sites
will be determined later. Float lineup will begin at 12:30pm and
the parade will start at 1:00pm. A pep rally will take place after the
parade and then our students will be bused back to school to end
the school day. The homecoming game will kick off at 7pm versus
the Chilhowee w/ Leeton. Pep rallies, coronation time, and the
dance will be planned over the next few weeks. Spirit Days information will be sent home with students in early September, as well
as more information concerning the parade and activities associated
with it.
Sincerely,
Rick Calloway
Union Star R-II Superintendent
“The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts
of today.” -Franklin D. Roosevelt

5
Plans Underway for 8.21.17 Total
Solar Eclipse
Science teacher Mr. Rich Piper is already active in preparing
plans for activities for the school (K-12) and community for
next year’s Total Solar Eclipse during which people in Union
Star will be able to witness nearly two minutes of a complete
eclipse of the Sun, a very rare event to be able to see live.
Starting around 11:47 a.m. on August 21st, 2017, the Moon will
slowly cover up the Sun until the Moon completely covers the
Sun – causing the Sun to be totally eclipsed. At Union Star the
total eclipse will start at 1:07 p.m. and last for just under two
minutes.
While total eclipses occur often, they rarely are seen from the
same location again for up to 300 years or longer. That makes
this event in Union Star truly a once in a life time occurrence.
More information about planned events for that day will be in
future editions of this paper. Please email Mr. Piper at
RPiper@USR2.com for additional information.

High School Parents!
Did you know that your high school
math student can improve their grade by
retaking one test each quarter? Students
who retake can earn up to 100% on their
test retakes. Students can also do test
corrections for each test to earn them up
to half credit per problem they correct.
Remind and encourage your students to
take advantage of these awesome opportunities! Questions? Contact Mrs. Hall.
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Book will be coming each week on Wednesdays to conduct
basketball skills and drills for our students in grades 1-8.
Each Wednesday will consist of two hours with the first
focusing on skill development and the second hour on
scrimmaging and utilizing what is being taught. The proWe are off to a wonderful start this year at Union
Star School. If you haven’t had a chance to come and see gram was a huge success last year. We averaged about 40
students each week between the two groups. Last year we
the many improvements that have taken place at school, I
rewarded students who had near or perfect attendance last
would encourage you to do so. The air-conditioning has
year with a trip to Cici’s Pizza we plan to do the same thing
made a tremendous difference in getting the students fothis year. A note went home the first full week of school
cused on learning sooner. The students seem more comfortable and less irritable and excited to learn. The parking about this, should you have any questions, please contact
lot along with repainting and texturing the elementary hall- myself or Mr. Calloway.
ways makes that side of the building look fresh and clean.
The school district purchased a new science series
Some other improvements that are still taking place somefrom
National
Geographic to coordinate science instruction
time this year are new sports banners and conference banners in the gym. Union Star district is now part of the 275 around the Next Generation Science Standards that we reConference as a result of Platte Valley Conference merging cently adopted by our state. In addition, teachers were also
with them thus we will be playing many new teams as part given lab and experiment totes to perform more hands on
of our conference. There will also be a new swing installed learning and inquiry. Hopefully our students will enjoy the
on the playground to replace the old swing that was becom- new tools to help them learn. I believe you will see an increased rigor in this subject matter as far as what is exing unsafe.
pected of students in the elementary.

Turpin’s Turn

Thank you Bill Harmon, Janet Ware, Stacy Nold,
and Heather Gillip for all of the time you put into our
school to make it a better place for our students and community. The teachers and I are excited to be working with
your children again this year. Our total enrollment this
year is 136 students K-12. Our school is fortunate to have
such dedicated teachers who do an excellent job of educating and looking out for your children. I believe we have a
wonderful mix of veteran teachers who are great examples
for our new staff members. This first month of school,
your students will be coming home with lots of paperwork.
As a practice any notes coming from the office for parents
to see will be put on yellow or goldenrod colored paper.
This is done to notify parents that we need your attention
and reply on these items. One of the pieces of paper you
will be getting will tell you that we have been practicing
our safety drills. We will conduct fire, tornado, intruder,
safe harbor, and bus evacuation drills right here at the beginning. These and other activities are listed on the school
calendar located on our school website, www.usr2.com.
Our website has gotten a facelift this year and we will continue to add things to make this more informative and helpful to our patrons.
I hope you are excited about the school bringing
Book Ball back to our school for another year. Russell

Students throughout the district are participating in
our newest initiative which is positive behavior support or
PBS. We are calling our program STARRS which stands
for Students that are Respectful, Responsible, and Safe.
PBS is a scientifically researched based process having
teachers focus on teaching the desired social skills that they
want in various settings throughout the school. This will
make discipline more consistent within each classroom and
it is a shared responsibility model amongst all staff. Students K-12 went through what we called STARRS Camp
which was designed to teach these social skills through
mini-lesson plans. Throughout the year, students will earn
STARRS Tickets for being caught doing the right things
within our school. These tickets can then be redeemed for
prices each month at our STARRS store. Please be patient
with us as we transition this year from what we have done
in the past. We are going to experience some learning
curve as we implement it here at Union Star. Our staff
professional development last year and this year are focused on this initiative.
Students K-12 will be given their first writing
prompt of the school year. In the elementary many of their
writing tasks are narrative in nature. We realize that the
younger students will have written less and the older
Continued on page 7
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Turpin’s Turn continued from page 6
students are expected to have three to five paragraphs written. In the high school students are asked to read a couple
of pieces of literature develop an argument and write a
quality persuasive paper about the topic. I personally believe that students can be very successful in life if they can
read, write, and speak effectively. Our teachers use the
data from these writing prompts to assess student’s
strengths and opportunities for instruction. Students also
have an opportunity to reflect on their writing pieces and
conference with a teacher about their writing quality.
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SciDiscovery Trip Explored
Science in Nebraska
This past June, students went on the annual SciDiscovery
Science Exploration Trip. This time it was an exploration of
science sites in Nebraska.

Students spent the day at the Omaha Zoo, Aquarium and
attended a film at their IMAX Theater. Students also visited
the Kansas Museum of Natural History, and while there attended a show at the planetarium. The Strategic Air Command Air & Space Museum and Planetarium and the Museum of American Speed were also visited during the fourFinally, I would like to encourage all of you to supday trip that included sites in Omaha and Lincoln. Along
port your students whether they are playing football, softthe way students also visited the Louis and Clark museum
ball, or part of the elementary academic team. These conand viewed a replica of one of the boats the explorers would
tests will be going on and our students seem to perform bethave used as well as other artifacts of the era.
ter when they have fans supporting their efforts. Homecoming will be here before we know it. It is scheduled for SepThe trip was led by SciDiscovery (Science Club) Sponsor
tember 23rd and we will be participating in all of the festiviand Science Teacher Mr. Rich Piper, and assisted by coties. More information will be coming home in the near
chaperone Ms. Erin Hunolt, Guidance Counselor at Union
future.
Star. Attending the trip were Austin Coffey,
Cynthia Karr, Kagen Barnett, Precious Jackson, Chad PotI am excited about this year and we hope you are too
ter, and Daja Thornton
as educating a student is a partnership between home and
school. I have always believed that our students get a great
education at Union Star. Thanks again for your support of
our school and community. Should you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact the school office or via
email: cturpin@usr2.com.

Breakfast
and Lunch

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Breakfast – Egg Sausage &
Cheese Biscuit, or Cereal &
Toast w/ Jelly, and Pears

1%, Skim and Fat Free
Chocolate Milk Offered with Every Meal

Lunch – Teriyaki Chicken w/
Brown Rice, Mixed Vegetables, Peaches

5

NO SCHOOL – Labor Day

6
Breakfast – Honey Bun or
Cereal, Toast w/ Jelly, Banana

7
Breakfast – Pancakes & Sausage Links or Cereal, Toast
w/ Jelly, Spiced Apples

8
Breakfast – Bagel w/ Choice
of Cream Cheese, or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Mandarin Oranges

2
Breakfast – Biscuits and Gravy, Hashbrown or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Peaches
Lunch – Chicken Fried Steak,
Mashed Potatoes w/ Gravy,
Green Beans, Strawberry
Banana Yogurt
9
Breakfast – Biscuits and Gravy, Hashbrown or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Peaches

Lunch – Spaghetti w/ Meatballs, Garden Salad, Garlic
Texas Toast, Applesauce

Lunch – Chicken Sandwich,
Corn, Cottage Cheese & Fruit

12
Breakfast – Pancake on a
Stick w/ Syrup or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Strawberries &
Bananas

13
Breakfast – Egg Sausage &
Cheese Biscuit, or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Mandarin Oranges

14
Breakfast – Bacon & Cheese
Eggstravaganza or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Applesauce

15
Breakfast – English Muffin w/
Jelly and Sausage Pattie,
Cereal, Toast w/ Jelly, Grapes

Lunch – Chicken Nuggets w/
BBQ Sauce, Cheesy Mashed
Potatoes, Peaches, Brownie
Cookie
19

Lunch – Frito Pie, Corn, and
Ice Cream

Lunch – Turkey Pot Roast,
Mashed Potatoes, Green
Beans, and Roll

Lunch – Hamburger, Fries,
Mac n’ Cheese, Mixed Fruit

Lunch – Pepperoni Pizza,
Garden Salad w/ Ranch,
Green Beans, Chilled Pineapple

20
Breakfast – Yogurt Parfait w/
Berries & Granola or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Strawberries

Breakfast – Cheese Omelet
and Hasbrown or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Mixed Fruit

22
Breakfast – Breakfast Pizza or
Cereal, Toast w/ Jelly, Chilled
Pineapple

23
Breakfast - Biscuits and Gravy, Hashbrown or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Peaches

Lunch – Corn Dog, French
Fries, String Cheese, Mandarin Oranges

Lunch – Chili w/ Crackers and
Shredded Cheese, Cinnamon
Roll, Fruit

NO SCHOOL – Teacher InService

26
Breakfast – Jumbo Waffles w/
Syrup, Sausage Links or
Cereal, Toast w/ Jelly, Berry
Blend
Lunch – Cook’s Choice

21

Lunch – Bosco Sticks w/ Marinara, Beef Ravioli, Cookie,
Peaches

Lunch – Breaded Chicken
Chunks, Cheesy Mashed
Potatoes, Mac n’ Cheese,
Applesauce

27
Breakfast – French Toast w/
Syrup or Cereal, Toast w/
Jelly, Spiced Apples

28 30
XX
Breakfast – Early Risers Bacon or Cereal, Toast w/ Jelly,
Chilled Pineapple

Lunch – Chicken Patty w/
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,
Corn, and Fruit

Lunch – Taco Soup w/ Tortilla
Chips, Shredded Cheese,
Pears

Lunch – Chicken Noodles,
Mashed Potatoes, Green
Beans, Pears

Lunch – Meatball Sub,
Cheesy Scalloped Potato,
Corn, Chocolate Chip Granola Bar
16
Breakfast - Biscuits and Gravy, Hashbrown or Cereal,
Toast w/ Jelly, Peaches

29
Breakfast- Bagel w/ Cream Cheese
or Cereal, Toast w/ Jelly, Fruit
Lunch – Frito Pie, Corn, Fruit,
Pudding Cup

30
Breakfast - Biscuits and Gravy,
Hashbrown or Cereal, Toast w/
Jelly, Peaches
Lunch – Pepperoni Pizza, Garden
Salad w/ Ranch, Fruit, Cookie
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